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International Academic Preparation at Prizma - high
educational standards with the application of
international educational practices.

Croatian National Curriculum & Prizma Enriched Program + Oxford
International Curriculum

Prizma is a science elementary school that developsreflection, confidence in knowledge
and students' potentialin a supportive and motivating school environment.

Natural science orientationln Prizma, it is not limited to individual subjects, but shapes the
way of teaching in all areas of learning. Scientific and analytical thinking is developed
systematically - through the structure of teaching, the way of asking questions and
expectations that encourage understanding, not superficial acquisition of content.

Croatian National Curriculumis carried out throughenriched educational modelfocused on
understanding the material, research and interdisciplinary connection of knowledge.

In enriched teaching we useOxford International Curriculumas an international educational
quality standard that guides the way teaching is planned and implemented. By implementing
the national curriculum using the Oxford guidelines, we provide students with a quality
foundation for continuing their education in a national or international environment.

The pedagogical approach of Prizma connectshigh academic standards, science-oriented
teaching methodology and individual guidance of students.

A natural science approachlin class, students gradually develop the abilityanalysis and
conclusions, which becomes the foundation of understanding in all subjects, including social
studies. We encourage students toasking questions, analytical thinking and active
preparation for class, thereby helping them build confidence in knowledge and the ability to
apply knowledge. We also encourage them to developresourcefulness and perseverancein
facing new situations and challenges, but alsowork habits,which are the competencies that
together form the foundation of long-term academic success.
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The level of difficulty of the material increases gradually, with learning objectives being
communicated to students in an understandable manner.we systematically monitor
development and progresstheWe react when necessary.

Learning is based onunderstanding and application of knowledge. Students develop the
ability to express themselves clearly, to argue thoughtfully, to solve problems independently,
and to prepare for teaching through research. This way of working encourages a positive and
motivated attitude towards learning.Nurturing intrinsic motivation for learning while
simultaneously building responsibility according to the teachingis a prerequisite for the
formation of a stable educational foundation and a positive attitude towards learning.

Students at Prizma grow up in a stable school environment where they feel accepted and
safe.

The development of each student is monitored individually through a mentoring model of
work.Such a supportive approach ensures stimulating development and security for all
students, and is particularly suited to students with expressed curiosity and academic
interests.

Students who show a stronger interest in understanding and deeper thinking
challengesThey are systematically given opportunities for in-depth learning and individually
more demanding tasks within regular and enriched classes, without being separated from the
classroom community. Such an approach enables the development of high academic
potential while preserving social stability and emotional security.

At Prizma, we foster a school culture in which questioning, reasoned debate, and intellectual
exploration are a natural part of everyday learning.

Integrating international educational guidelines into the enriched
Prizma curriculum

Prizma is a school in the process of joiningOxford International School network.

Oxford International Curriculum (OIC)we plan to use it as an international academic quality
reference and development framework in lesson planning, in professional development of
teachers and in the development of students' academic competencies. We will use the Oxford
suidelines in practice in the way we design tasks, set intellectual challenges and expectations
for students.
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The Oxford curriculum is nhot implemented at Prizma as a separate "program alongside regular
classes" but is integrated into the school's enriched educational model.Such a model allows
studentssimultaneously achieving the goals of the Croatian education system and
developing competences in line with international educational practices.

In the case of planned continuation of education in international schools, students will be
provided withprovide academic preparation for international qualification pathways,
including GCSE exams(British final qualifications in secondary education, General Certificate
of Secondary Education), as well as organizational support in the application process and
taking the exam through internationally certified exam centers.

We integrate the international academic framework into an enriched curriculumby using
selected Oxford curriculum outcomes, teacher guides and development
materialsmathematical, scientific and linguistic understanding, with continuous
professional development of teachers focused on applied teaching.

We usebilingual teaching model in selected teaching content and materials. The English
language thus gradually becomes a tool for learning and academic expression through
selected teaching materials and content.

Below we provide a more detailed overview of Prizma's enriched curriculum in the areas of
mathematics, science, and English.

Lower grades (1st-4th)
Enriched Prizma curriculum & OIC - the foundation of learning with understanding

In the lower grades, the emphasis is on ensuring that students feel safe, supported, and
motivated at school. The focus is on gaining a solid foundation of reading comprehension as
a basis for further learning with comprehension. Clear expression, confidence in learning, and
the development of work habits are encouraged, while scientific thinking is developed
through MathLab and Sciencelab.

MathLab

Students develop logical reasoning and problem-solving strategies. The emphasis is on
understanding, not on mechanical acquisition of procedures, and on developing
mathematical certainty and accuracy.

SciencelLab

Through an inquiry-based approach, students observe natural phenomena, conduct initial
research, and develop the ability to formulate conclusions. The focus is on understanding
processes and developing curiosity.
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English language
In this phase, students gradually develop reading skills, text comprehension, and basic
vocabulary. The goal is to create a stable language base for confident language use.

Grades 5 and G.
Enriched Curriculum & OIC foundation of active learning: focus, organization, preparation,
responsibility

From the 5th grade, students enter a more demanding and structured learning process.
Teaching continues to be based on understanding, research and connecting knowledge, while
strengthening focus, perseverance and responsibility for their own progress. In this phase,
students take on increasing responsibility for their own learning and develop the ability to
plan learning, prepare quality lessons, create scripts and express arsuments, with clearly set
goals and a gradual increase in complexity.

MathLab

Students master more complex problem-solving tasks, develop algebraic thinking, the ability
to model mathematical situations, and greater independence in mathematical reasoning. The
emphasis is on understanding problem-solving strategies, logical argumentation, and the
application of mathematics, while taking into account quality mathematical preparation for
physics.

SciencelLab

In this phase, students increasingly work on data interpretation, planning and conducting
research, and structured scientific reporting. Connecting science content to real-world
problems, developing experimental thinking, and understanding science as a process of
inquiry are encouraged. Elements of physics and chemistry are introduced to ensure a
smooth transition into new subjects in 7th grade.

Academic English

Students develop the ability to analyze different types of texts, argue, debate, and write
structured writing. Academic English gradually becomes a tool for learning, researching, and
presenting knowledge, thus laying a solid foundation for later participation in international
academic programs.

Grades 7 and 8.

Enriched Prizma curriculum & OIC - high level of learning independence and pre-GCSE
preparation in maths, science and English
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Teaching continues to be based on understanding, analysis, and connection, with increasing
academic independence and responsibility for one's own progress.

MathLab & ScienceLab - projektna nastava

An enriched program with project-based application of mathematics in problem situations
that connect mathematics and physics. The research approach is further deepened with an
emphasis on data analysis, understanding models and interpretation of results.
Interdisciplinary connection of physics and mathematics and biology and chemistry through
project-based teaching.

English Language and Literature
Students work with more complex texts, develop analytical reading skKills, write argumentative
and structured essays, and gradually adopt an academic style of expression.

Grades 7 and 8 - preparatory phase for international programs, including GCSE

In addition to regular classes and the enriched Prizma program, which already
methodologically and substantively develops knowledge and competencies for continuing
education in international programs, students who show a stronger interest in international
educational paths can choosean additional academic module aimed at preparation in
accordance with international academic practices.Their academic progress is planned
individually, in accordance with the potential and educational goals of the students, in
cooperation with parents and with continuous mentoring. For students planning to continue
their education in the international system, we provide professional guidance, academic path
planning, and organizational support in the application and exam process.

The goal of Prizma is to educate students who will learn with
understanding and build their educational path thoughtfully, responsibly,
and confidently.

At Prizma, knowledge, effort, and academic responsibility are clearly recognized and
valued values. and especially encourages each otherrespect, helping and cooperation.The
goal is to develop young people who understand, reflect, cooperate with each other, and build
their educational path with confidence in their own abilities — in Croatia and internationally.
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